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HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD 

TO:  
 

Health and Wellbeing Board 

FROM: 
 

Dominic Harrison, Director of Public Health and Wellbeing 

DATE: 3rd June 2020 

 

 

SUBJECT: Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) 
 

 

1. PURPOSE To ask the Health and Wellbeing Board to approve the recent Joint Strategic 
Needs Assessment [JSNA] Summary Review. 

 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE HEALTH & WELLBEING BOARD 

 

 The Board is asked to approve the attached 2020 JSNA Summary Review as a key 
component of Blackburn with Darwen’s Joint Strategic Needs Assessment; 

 

3. BACKGROUND 
Department of Health (now DHSC) guidancei describes the central importance in the modernised 
health and care system of an enhanced Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA), which should 
consider all the current and future health and social care needs of the area to inform and guide the 
planning and commissioning (buying) of health, well-being and social care services within a local 
authority area. Formal responsibility for preparing the JSNA rests with the Health and Wellbeing 
Board. The local authority and CCG should be guided by the JSNA when developing their Joint 
Health and Wellbeing Strategy. 
 
The production of Blackburn with Darwen’s JSNA is overseen by the Integrated Strategic Needs 
Assessment Leadership Group. We have reverted to using the standard term ‘JSNA’ when 
referring to the statutory exercise, as mandated by DHSC. However, the group continues to be 
known as the ‘ISNA Leadership Group’ to reflect the fact that its interests are wider than the JSNA 
alone.  
 

 

4. RATIONALE 
Subject to approval by the Health and Wellbeing Board, the attached JSNA Summary Review will 
be the main component of Blackburn with Darwen’s JSNA in 2020/21. It begins with a profile of the 
borough’s population and local economy (‘Setting the Scene’), and is then arranged under the 
same three themes as the borough’s Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy: ‘Start Well’, ‘Live Well’ 
and ‘Age Well’.  
 
 

 

5. KEY ISSUES 

 The JSNA Summary Review does not address the topic of Coronavirus, as it was completed 
before the pandemic became a live issue locally. 

 The previous JSNA Summary Review was also available in an online, interactive format. 
However the present author is leaving, and it is unlikely that a new version of the online 
version will be updated before then. The pdf should be regarded as the main product. 
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6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
The new JSNA Summary Review forms a major component of the borough’s Joint Strategic Needs 
Assessment (JSNA). The JSNA is a key input to the Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy, and 
helps to inform a wide range of commissioning decisions. 
 

 

7. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no direct financial implications arising from this paper. 
 

 

8. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
There are no direct legal implications arising from this paper. Under the Health and Social Care Act 
2012, local authorities and clinical commissioning groups (CCGs) are jointly responsible for 
preparing a JSNA, through the Health and Wellbeing Board. 
 

 

9. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
There are no direct resource implications arising from this paper. 
 

 

10. EQUALITY AND HEALTH IMPLICATIONS 
There are no direct equality and health implications arising from this paper. 
 

 

11. CONSULTATIONS 
The development of the JSNA Summary Review has been overseen by the ISNA Leadership 
Group, which is a partnership organisation with representation from council departments, 
Blackburn with Darwen CCG, Blackburn College and the third sector. 
 
The contents of the Summary Review also draw upon consultation exercises carried out by a 
range of bodies, such as One Voice Blackburn and Healthwatch Blackburn with Darwen. 
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i DH (2013). Statutory Guidance on Joint Strategic Needs Assessments and Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategies. Available from 
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/media.dh.gov.uk/network/18/files/2013/03/Statutory-Guidance-on-Joint-Strategic-
Needs-Assessments-and-Joint-Health-and-Wellbeing-Strategies-March-20131.pdf  
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